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=GREENroom

ECO-SURFBOARDS

By Anne Sasso

Whats an environmentally
conscientionus surf diva o do? The very
welivity that brings =uwch joy, freedom
and well-being in the acsns of our
swegl earth s centered upon our oh-
so-very un-eco-friendly surfhoard. The
sacd truth is that our beloved board,
after a long and productive life, will
rest through eternity in a
Tand Bl slowly polluting
the very clemems of
air, ezarth and
water that we
haaled 5o
dear.

We're
ned aboul 1o
stop surfing, so

hovee i wee rederm
ourselves? The bes way
15 o becorme coducated about
surfboards and the way in which
they are made, An educaed sarler is
an environmentally responsible one.

The idea, in our new enlightened ecn
sl ethic, is 1o choose materials thar
are as friendly o the envisonmen as
purssithle from start 1o finish while sl
aerting a Kick-ass board. We're mlling
T toic Tume emissions, low-waste
manufacturing processes, and materials
tha are recyclable, biodegradable and
sourced from renewable tesources, Is
that tee much to ask? Mot il vou are
o of the inmovators ol the ecoesurd
revolution.

Mot All Foams Are Created Equal

Feam is one of the bigeest visikle
pediuzers i the chemacl soup-lo-=tick

i surflifelcrwomen

process. Mes boards that you can buy
ol the rack are made from
polyurethane leam, one of the nastier
proglucts of the perrochemical mdusiry
Theres not mich o love ahout this
stull Tts fumes, volarile organic
cornpounds (NOCs) are highly oxic.
When dinged, it soaks up water like a
foarm spange. 1Th ool

recyclable, amd vou can forget about
any hindegradation happening anytime
i the next several million years,

Several comparties have begun
experimenting with and successfully
praducing boards [rom pn]}'slj,m:‘nc.
foamn. This is the stuff thar you find in
cofles cups, pecking peanuts and fas-
feex] burger containers. [t is sull
petrochemical in origin but has fewer
WOCs and is a lot sater for your shaper
and the planet. [ is recyclable and
reusable, Polystyrene absorbe less water
than polvurethane and tends w he
lighter than the indusiry

standards. This allows
board makers wo

add extea Lavers

of fiberglass

or ather

miaterials o
the beard,

increasing ils
resistance 1o dings and
l}TE‘BL‘.ag{" and leading 1o a
longer-lasting relationship with
vourr favorite beard.

Siringers, Skins and Stcky Siuff

The stringer 15 the backhone of your
surlboand, 1t keeps vour board silf
while still allowing it 10 Dex, 0 also
helps to prevent breakage, Mast
stringers are made from wood, many
cut from old growth foresss. The key
here i 1o find woods that are
sustzinzhle when grown and harveszed.
The tolks a1 Patagoeia’s Poin Blanks in
California experimented with a variery
of materials helore senling on cedar
aml spruce made from industrial scrap
for their stringers o their traditional
feximn hoards,
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Shale Gordon, ol Bambeo Surfhoands
n Avaaks docided v fosege the
sminerT abopriber m he imnovative
boosds. He wraps the boom cose with
thin Layers of hamboo impreznaed
with epony resin. famboo 2 b
growing, all-naural, rencwahle
Tesouarce, 1 is twioe as strong
fiberglass, which is made from sand
Boun regpuires ol 1o produce. By
climinaring the sannger and using
Earhoe, Shale placed the strength of
the board in the skin by shifting the
wetght distributhon sway fsom the core,
This manskites into a lighter board with
better floatation and improved fex
charstensics.

dnppmg on the shop loor. That
transkues mio carth fnendhe savings all
doman the line by using bewer moicrialc
and minem=nyg decanded shop

Wilking the Walk

Uinfortunately, board makers and pro
surlers are at the heart o the
dispesithle surfboard phenamena, Pros
want super-lightweight hoards thar
allivw them to pull off big 1ncks, The
besit wary 1o lose weeight on a boasd = w0
shape it waler-thin and go light on the
ghes. This tamistes o o powerful
rocket ship thar = almosd > ephemeral

a5 the wave o rides. i you're 2

back of the shop and give it away 10
whorver wanes the auff. Schooks,
arteds. 3] hobbeics use & for various
poopects, and Pocrt. Blanks supples all
the fomen for 2 Jocal moded airplane
chih. A1 Bamshoo Sanfhoands, Shale and
comyxany s the joam as packing
marerial lor shipping boards, as [l in
lamclseaping and cven as road hase
mitterial,

Lo what's the bottorm Tine? What do
vou want 1o ook for in a surfhoard and
its manufaciurer? Emdronmental
awareness and the homesty 1o sy “Hey,
muaking surfboands & a diny busanes
et we bove the spoe and we'se doine
all woe can to mimimioe their ot on

Bamboo is a fast growing, all-natural, renewable resource.

Tradimonal boards use 2 polyester seun
1o hold & all togriher. Yet another
VOC-rach petrochemical, reay,
polveser rean bos been blamed for all
krwk of shaper slmems o chnome
sinuts probless to chnonic Gtione
symdrome. Epoxy emits one-thard the
Vs of polyester resins and is getting
bener and better all the tme (see epoxy
article in ssue 8] of 51W, or enline o
wwwsurlifeforwomen.comd, Both
Point Blanks el Bamboo Surthoands
wse epoxy resin in thelr boards,

Shawen Ambeose, shaper for Trivde
Surfboards, keeps a tight fid on VOC
emissions on his girk-only boands by
psineg 3 UV cuse method - a polyesser
resin thas handens usder the = mvs
The ssethond grves him greser conrol
of the applicstion peacess, VIOCs e
seduced, and there s less goop
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sponsoned surfer with an ample quiver
ol ks, # = never a problem. Break 2
boand and theres slwars another one 1o
takr @5 phaor. Sarfhosnds wed 10 be
made 10 by 2 long time, now they s
dispoable. Many don’t cven male &
through a sexson

When you buy : hoard, equally
important to what goes i the hoad is
the philosophy of the company. Tt is all
g aned well wo say thae their foam is
recyclable, bu il no one bs recycling i,
what’ the point? Patagoma has long
been commmimed o the emvironmental
e, 50 it is handly surpeising that
they are 2t the boocfront of the emano-
serfboand seell. They recycle ther
wasly koo wrhemever posshle, bor o
s bevome ezl dilficuh o
fnd places willing 1o do &, Inthe
meantime, they koep piling it up in the

the health of shapers, surfers and the
planet.” Componies like Poing Blanks
arnd Bamboo Serfvanis ace walkons
their walk. Others. lier Trioae
Scrfoards and Greg L oches Resin
Rescarch are moorporating moee exsth-
friendly maerial and practices in the
maneaciure of their boards. We can
also o our par. Help to keep the soul
in surfing by ondering a board T
your local shaper. Ask Tor extra glass.
Mot ol ws cant tell the difterence, and
the hoard will last much losger

Lets face it, producing surfboards s a
business. If we as surfers speak with
ot wallets, npphes will make waves,
and the mainsiream companaes will
b sure o follow Then wr can all
diarsor zmong Cleaner waves and <hare
the sokic.



